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Welcome to our Summer Local Governing Board Newsletter 
 
 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have come to the end of another school year – as they say time 
flies when you are having fun!! 
 
What I’ve noticed more than anything on my recent visits to the 
academy is that the children are having a great deal of fun in the 
learning that they are engaging with.  I think as a parent that is probably 
what we want more than anything else; children who are learning well 
and having a great deal of fun along the way. 

 
During my most recent visit I saw two science lessons in action.  What struck me most was 
how engaged the children were in the activities that they were involved with.  In one class 
they were checking if materials were waterproof or not (with lots of water!!) and in the other 
class they were looking at how sound travels.  One little boy when I asked him about sound 
said. 
 
‘it travels through the air and when it bumps into your eardrum it vibrates and that sends a 
message to the brain……’  I think the children’s scientific learning is in very good hands and 
they were certainly discovering at Discovery Academy!!!! 
 
As governors we continue to support and challenge the academy.  Our regular meetings are 
informative and help us reflect on the work of the academy and ensure that what we provide 
for your children in terms of education and care is the best that it can be.  This term we said 
goodbye to Laura Parle-Ofosu and I would just like to pass on my sincere thanks to her for 
the time that she gave serving on the Local Governing Board. 
 
Recently we have joined with the governors from Inspire Academy and Poplar Street 
Primary School (who joined the Trust earlier on in the year) for some training sessions.  This 
joint training was very useful, helps us to undertake the governance role more effectively 
and enables us to make links with Governors at other schools to the benefit of our individual 
schools. 

 

Ofsted – just a reminder that as a newly opened academy we may be 
inspected by Ofsted any time after our sixth term of opening, which will 
be from September 2018.  As Governors we continue to prepare for 
this by providing appropriate support and challenge to the staff.  Please 
help us with completing any feedback that we ask for to make sure that 
we can make the Academy the best it can be for your children. 
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We welcome three new governors to the team and we have included a brief pen portrait of 
each overleaf.  Look out for us when we are visiting and do say hello!! 
 
 
Sara Loftus (Community Governor) 
 
 

I have lived in Hattersley for the majority of my life.  I am married and have a little boy.  As 
a long-standing resident, I have an in-depth knowledge of the Hattersley and Mottram area.  
I have worked locally for a number of years within the Housing and Regeneration sector, 
alongside the Local Authority and a number of various partnerships and community groups.  
I am looking forward to being a part of Discovery Academy’s growth and working with all 
involved at the school to ensure it is a success and that the children have a safe and 
enjoyable learning experience. 
 
 
Tracy Powell (Parent Governor) 
 
 

I was born in Gee cross and as a child lived in the British Virgin Islands. On return I grew up 
in Gee cross and went to school and college in Tameside. I have worked in the Care sector 
all my life; as a Nanny, working with children with Autism and then also worked for many 
years in elderly care. I have worked as an Assessor and quality assurer overseeing the 
delivery of vocational qualifications in Health and Social Care. 
 

I am now a parent of a child with additional social and educational needs. I have strong 
caring values and have empathy. I feel that every child matters and should be supported to 
stay safe, be healthy, enjoy and achieve regardless of their background. 
 
 
Gwynneth Johnson (Community Governor) 
 
 

I have always lived in the Tameside area and went to school in Denton. I trained as a teacher 
in Manchester and taught at a Tameside High school for 26 years where along with teaching 
within the Expressive Arts team I was Principal Pastoral Head. I then joined the Healthy 
Schools team in Tameside Education department and worked in both Primary and High 
schools. 
 

Now that I am retired I am looking forward to working as a Governor at Discovery Academy 
where I hope to use my knowledge gained over the years to enhance the work of the 
Governing Body. 
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We look forward to a new academic year as we continue to grow the school.  We will have 
our first Year 2 children in September and we welcome a new teacher Mr Daniel Hopwood 
to the school.  I am sure you will all make him very welcome.  We also have a new cohort of 
Nursery children joining us with larger numbers than ever before.  We welcome everyone to 
the discovery family. 
 
I would like to extend my thanks to the PFTA who have worked tirelessly this year on 
fundraising on behalf of the Academy.  I believe over £1600 has been raised which has 
funded the library and reading cloud.  Keep up the good work and thank you for your 
contributions. 

 
 
Finally on behalf of the governors can I extend my thanks to Mrs Oldham and her team of 
staff for the terrific work that they do.  I am sure that you will want to join with me in wishing 
them all a great summer break!  THANK YOU. 
 
I wish you all a very enjoyable summer.  Enjoy spending the extra time with your children 
and fingers crossed for even more sunshine. 
 
Garry White (Chair) 
 
 

 

All Governors would like 
to wish all our staff, pupils 
and their families a restful 

break over the summer 
and look forward to seeing 
you all in September 2018. 

 
 


