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I would like to welcome you to the first of our Local Governing
Body Newsletters for Discovery Academy.

At Discovery we work closely with the Executive Principal, Associate
Principal and other staff at the Academy to ensure that we provide the best
outcomes for your children.
In these Newsletters we will tell you more about the Local Governing Body
and the work that we do.  Our role is to make key decisions that affect the
education and well-being of the pupils and we are a vital part to the
successful running of the Academy.
Garry White (Chair)

We have eight Governors with different skills and experience to help support and challenge the
Academy.  This academic year we are meeting termly, receiving information from the staff about the
Academy and the progress that is being made.  Our involvement at the Academy includes:

· Setting the Academies vision, ethos and strategic direction;
· Holding the Executive Principal to account for the educational performance of the Academy

and its pupils; and
· Overseeing the financial performance of the Academy and making sure money is well spent.

Since the opening of the Academy in September 2016 we have been particularly interested in how
well the new staff and pupils have settled into the Academy, in Nursery and Reception and
particularly how well the pupils have taken on board the standards and routines that we have
established at Discovery.  We are also interested in attendance and punctuality to ensure that we
fulfil our responsibilities to provide the best for our pupils.

One of the things is of concern to us is the health and safety of our pupils when arriving or
leaving the Academy.  Please ensure that if you are driving to or from the Academy, that you travel
down the access road at a safe speed particularly at the times of day when our pupils are arriving or
leaving the site.

We will tell you more about our vision and ambition for the Academy in our Summer Newsletter.  Our
Local Governing Body for the 2016 / 2017 academic year is:

Trust appointed Governors Garry White and Karen Burns
Discovery Academy, Associate Principal Bev Oldham
Staff Governor Kathryn Sullivan
Community Governors Cllr Bill Fairfoull and David Thompstone
Parent Governor Laura Parle-Ofosu
Co-opted Governor Aimee Clare

All Governors would like to wish all our
staff, pupils and their families a restful
break over Easter and look forward to

seeing you all in April 2017.

Please see over for our first governor biographies
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Kathryn Sullivan – Staff Governor
I grew up in the Tameside area and attended local schools, and despite moving
away for my degree found myself returning to the area for my first teaching post
at a school in Dukinfield.  My teaching career has since taken me around the world
and for over 20 years I taught internationally in America, Kuwait and Qatar where
I have taught across all primary year groups.

On my return to the UK I have returned to Tameside and back to the classroom.
I am very proud to be working at Discovery Academy and thrilled to be involved in
the development and growth of a brand new school in my role as Nursery Teacher
and Staff Governor.

Laura Parle-Ofosu – Parent Governor
I am the parent of a very spirited pupil in Reception which is a lot harder than my
day job.  I currently work for Office Depot as a Project and Contracts Manager.
Whilst on maternity leave I trained and qualified as a breast feeding co-ordinator
for Tameside and also completed Doula training, which allows me to be part of a
woman’s birth experience.

I like to think that working as a governor will allow me to pool all of the things I love
and that my experience will enhance the Governing Body.

Aimee Clare – Co-opted Governor
I am a mum and a wife as well as a hardworking hairdresser in a small shop in
Hyde.  I have lived in and around the area all my life.  On leaving school I went
onto College and studied hairdressing qualifying with a Level 3 diploma.  My large
and diverse family unit has always been my inspiration to achieve and work hard
and I enjoy family life with a passion.

I truly believe every single child counts and deserves equal opportunities in life
and a chance to succeed.  Whether the child is academic in nature or has artistic
skills every effort should be made to ensure that child feels encouraged at school
and is safe and secure.

Garry White – Chair
I began my teaching career as a nursery teacher in Birmingham and have now been
working in primary education for over thirty years.  For 22 years I was a Primary
Head Teacher in Leeds, North Yorkshire and Liverpool.  For five years I worked
through the National College of School Leadership leading the National
Professional Qualification for Headship across the North of England.

I am currently working for Tameside as the Primary School Performance and
Standards Officer.  I am passionate about school governance and feel incredibly
privileged to Chair the Governing Body of Discovery as it grows and develops.

We will tell you more about our sponsor Carillion Academies Trust in future Newsletters.  The
Trust currently sponsor two academies in Tameside, Discovery Academy and Inspire
Academy in Ashton under Lyne.


